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INTENSIVE TRAINING COURSE ON A THEATRE OF THE OPPRESSED METHOD

“NEWSPAPER THEATRE”
22-31 MAY 2020

CALL FOR PARTICIPANTS

Media (mainstream and alternative) can easily fuel tensions, anger and frustration of vulnerable young
peaple who lacks strong critical thinking. Migrants are generally under-represented and/ or shown as delinquents or criminals.
Although, media framing differs based on specific migrant groups the discourse is focusing on, immigration coverage across
Europe is often negative and conflict centred. Frequent exposure to such media messages leads to negative attitudes towards
migration, may activate stereotypical cognitions of migrant groups, and even influence vote choice. Female migrants are doubly
disadyantaged as a minority in media coverage, as they are even less visible than male immigrants.

The main methodology at the core of the project is Theatre of the Oppressed Methodology
which was developed by Brazilian Augusto Boal in the context of discrimination and human rights
violation in Brazilian society in the 70’-ties. The main idea of these methods is to make people experience
and understand how any change of an attitude, behaviour or thinking pattern can have a powerful
significant effect on their life as well as lives of people around them.

The project will focus Newspaper Theatre, which engages citizens in an interactive and very
participatory way in a dialogue to explore and find solutions to whatever problems the community is
facing, starting from media content. One of the newspaper theatre aims is to stimulate critical thinking and
“consumption” of media content and to stimulate engagement and interest towards issues raised through
the performance (/inked with oppression cases covered or not covered by the media).

The main goal of the project is to increase the capacity of the youth work sector to raise the
civic participation and involvement of young people in democratic process as well as to develop their
critical responsible media consumption behaviours. In this sense a training course activity targeting
30 youth workers from 10 different European countries it is envisioned to be organized in Madeira.

Mainly through this training the following objectives are planned to contribute to achieve the main
aim:

» To introduce innovative methodologies (such as Newspaper Theatre) in youth work field across

Europe.

» To raise the capacity of partner organizations to operate at European level in critical media

consumption.

» To stimulate the exchange of best practices in youth work in working with newspaper theatre in

tackling issues faced by young people;

» To stimulate the development of a network of Newspaper Theatre practitioners in various regions

of Europe.

» To develop strong pro-active attitudes and the sense of initiative among the partners NGO

members and also among the beneficiaries of the partners (young people).

Training course

The training course is strongly based on experiential learning (learning by doing) and non-formal
education principles, with adequate time allocated for debriefing and

reflection throughout the whole program. .
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The program is meant to be intensive, to cover the basis of theatre of the oppressed
methodology and to experience practically the 12 newspaper theatre techniques as well as the
jokering (facilitator) role in the process of such methods.

Profile of the participants

e Be youth workers, leader’s coordinators, facilitators and trainers from active NGOs that have mission
and objectives that are related to human rights, inclusion, media critical literacy, etc.

e To be over 18years old.
e To have basic relevant experience that entitles them to multiply easily a new method.

e Interest in social theatre/ theatre of the oppressed or theatre as a tool for social change (if doesn’t
mean previous experience — please read the notes below).

e Motivated to act as multiplier in this field.
e Have good command of English language.

e The participants should be resident of one of following countries: Bulgaria, Cyprus, Czech
Republic, Estonia, Italy, Portugal, Romania, Slovenia, Spain and Turkey.

*NOTE: applications from people residents in other countries then the one mentioned before
(regardless if they are nationals of the countries mentioned before) will not be accepted.

Costs:

This project is funded by Erasmus + (KA1) of European Commission. According to its financial
rules some costs are fully covered some not, like following:

¢ 100% costs of board and logging will be fully covered.

e Travel and visa costs will be fully covered (from the country of residence — which has to be on the
list mentioned before-no exceptions allowed) up to certain limits (based on the distance) band and the
equivalent in financial support — more details will be included in the info pack) upon the receipt of all

original tickets and invoices.

e The transport and visa cost will be reimbursed through bank transfer after the training upon
receiving the documents in original (depending on the documentation provided on the spot and the

accounting rules of each country)

Feel free to ask any additional questions to the contact person (mentioned next) if you are not sure
if this training is suitable to your learning and professional needs before deciding to apply.

For more information please send us an email to but make sure you have read all the information

presented in the call before addressing a question.

José Anténio Barros: tmetaphora@gmail.com
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